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PRIPING: DIPLOMATIC HARDSHIP POST 


The number of foreign diptomake in Peiping 
hag grown ateadily in reeent years and there now 
are mote than three hundred atationed in the Chi- 
neae Commanist capital, There has, however, been 
to corresponding increage in the amoutt of indor« 
mation uvallable ta the outside world about events 
in China, Despite theiy best efforts to penetrate 
the sermeen of isolation thrown up around thom, mem~ 
bers af the diglomatice corps remain easentisgiiy 4 
sonmunity of tha blind. ; 


All Communist countries rearmuay tha activities — 
of foreign wiasiona in an effort ta maintain maxi. ~ 
ium security.-and to prevent contact between- their 
people and . representatives of the outside 
worid, ‘Tha Chinese earry this pelley ta greater. 
latigths than any other major powas', however, and 
have succesdad in preventing all but the most super. 
ficial observation of their country and people by 
prying "barbarian enveays.0 


; Paradoxically, the rulers of "New China’ 
view the presence of foreign officials in Peiping 
much ag did mandaring of .tha old empixe during the 
last century, No longer able to exclude “foreign 
devils” from the Forbidden City, officials of the 
Chiing dynasty during the 19th century sought te 
OS 038 keep the number to a minimum and to control the ac. 
tivity ef those who cowld not be kept out. by a mad. 
ie . Mending web of oriental "courtesy" and protocel . 
Tha pattern in Peiping today 1s. Little different. 





The French Case . ahuary and the French charge 
re wee arrived in Paiping in Tebruary 

fusing the past year the to open a now "“windew to the 
Chingse have intensified their Wast" for the Chinese, To hig 


drive to win recognition amd to 
eatablish embassies abroad. Pei. 
ping haa done little, however, 
ta encourage reciprocity. The 
treatment received by the French 
illustrates how Peiping acta 
whon # for@ign country seta up 
68 siigsion in China, Paris ren. 
’ ognivged Communist China last 


dismay he quickly discovered 
that the Chinese did not share 
his enthugiasm. 


Tha firat and moat irritat. 
ing peroblem--one yet to be solved 
—-wag to obtain gatisiactory 
buildings, Tha French had hoped 
to gat their old. embassy compound 
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Oa os te tor eniteaty ta ee ef yout. riationals 
to bs uccreditad to oy Calestfal Covet. This cequedt 
ty mentrexy to oll uenge a any dignessty ‘aired cxinnat pot, 
tibly ba entertained. IF ie tus that Europeang: [ix the 


Paling, but they are covipallad to cdopi Ch mess dress, 
thay ard sivictly confined: ta:theie awn prach 


but the Chinese offered a dilap- 
idated structure on the fringes 
of the new diplomatic quarter 
lacated, #& one foreign official 
| yonearked, "halfway te Siberia,” 
The Chinggse Miniatry of Foreign 
Affairs then informed the French 
that they would hava ta foot the 
bill for ranovatious. 
refuged and congequently are 
still “temporarily”. established 
in two other unsatistactary 


boiidings in the diplomatic houg~ ‘| 


ing area, 


fhe Chinese have been no 
nora helpful with routine houge- 
keaping preoblewe, The French 
Lived in hotels for onthe before 
them and then found that tequeata 
for aseiatance in obtaining 45- 
sential supplies--even toilet 
paper--ward blandly ignered, The 
French finally solved the prob 
iom by emergency requisitions on 
their consulate general iu Hong 
Kong, 


OGnee gatablished, the French - 


began to discover that normal em- 
hagsy operations in China present 
special problems. 
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The French | 








q btdden ‘> 





© had, WE. i 
pesole, the” ‘{mpossi bility et 
learning what°ia going on in- the 
country, the reetrictiong on 
travel, and tha inaccessibility 
of Chineaeée officials. These 
are difficulties shared by a1 
foreign enbaggies, even thode of 
North Korea and North Vietnam, 
aithough these atauwich suppor't- ; 
ers of Ching are@ trested with ; 
aomnewhat ‘eves er courtesy. : 


Travel Restrictions . 


“Restriction on movement” 
| inside China is the problem moet 
frequently cited by diplomatic 
personnel. Diplomatre “travel” 
normally is Limited to a radius 
of Approximately 18 miles from 
the canter of Peiping, Bermia- 
sion to visit the fey so-called 
open digtricts such as Hatgchow, 
Shanghal, and Canton must be re- 
queated front the Foraign Minis- 
try ne less than threa days ahead 
| of time. Permission to vies 
other parts of Ching’ is almast 








never granted. Travel applica- 
tions are often simply ignored. 
Tha only axception to these re- 
striations is the summer regort 
at Peltailo on the coast, Evan 
there, however, diplomats ara 
allowed ta awim at only a few 
specified beaches and may not zo 
fishing in a boat witheut an of. 
fieial escort. 


Perhaps to compensate for 
these restrictions, the govern 
want from time to time offers 
the entire diplomatic corps 
guided tours to various ‘parts 
of China, Thage junketa are 
carefully supervised to show of f 


Peiping's succeases whila reveal 


ing a¢ Little as possible about 
actual conditions. . 
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on a two-week tour of South China | 


were sometinas permitted to take 
unescorted sida tring and evan 
to take photographs freely. 
Delegations of foreign visitors 
actually enjoy considerably more 
freedom to travel than the dip~ 
lomats assigned in Peiping, al- 
though they too are afflicted 


by “guides” responsible for keap~ 


ing forelgners safely on the 
Potemkin pathway, 


The Lonely Lite 


Praventdad from mixing with 
the Chinese peopla during travels 
outside the eapital, the dipia- 
Rats aye no better off in this 
respect whan they are in Peiping. 








Tha Chinese Government has at— 
teapted to insulate official 
foreign representatives from 
the populace by setting up a 
“diplomatic ghetto"in Peiping. 
By the aummer of 1963 mest of 
the embassy offices had baan 
moved to one of the craaped 
"modern concrete horrors’ 1a 
the new eastern section of tha 
eity, Only the Dutch and a 
handful of ethers have been able 
to Keep their comfortable old 
buildings in the former Legation 
Quarter nea the center of the 


| oolty. 


Living quarters for mogt 
diplomatic families are in large 
apartaent blocks clusterad ta-= 
father in @ guarded diplomatie 
conpoind, Any orivate Chinese 
citizen bald anough te call 
Without official permission 
would be questioned by the po- 
liaeman at the gate or by an 
elevator man. who would take 
down his tame and report the 


f vieit. Under thege circumstances 


there is little contact between 


| diplomatic personnel and the 
| payed a, 


They are cut off oven 
from the servants-~all appointed 
by the governmnent--who are. of tan 
a diel and difficult te deal 
with, . . 


There have baan & few exe 
eeptions to the rule of isola- 
tion but friendships between 


| Chinese citizens and foreign 
| officials seldom last long, | 

















fhe diplomatic comaunLty 

in Peiping bas trouble oven in 

attempts to establish contact, 

with government officials, 

~~ “piten waits 

aye te" FEE AD appointment at. 
the Foreign Mintetry and then 
rarely seca anyones higher in 

rank than a vice ninister<-of 

whom there ara twelye., | 








ting of caloulated official rude- | 
| the traditional Chinese opera-- 


ness. They are often suneaned . 
to the Foreign Misistry in the 
niddle of the night to receive 
ardinary Hplonatie communica~ 
tions or te handle other routine 
business, 


Studied Neriect and 





Before the Bino-Sovliet dig-= 
cord atd the wlthdrawal of Rua 
alan technielans in 1980, dipla- 
mate from the "fraternal" coun 
tries got special treatment. Ae 
Sino-Soviet velations steadily 
worsened, however, marke of favor 
for bloc representativyas dissp- 
peared and 211 embassies appear 


lla hatdghip post. 
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$0 be treated wach the same way 
today. Thig inclaudag receiving 
an equal share of the petty har= 
asaments which help make Faiping 








vestigation ofS robbery in the 
quarterg of an embassy officer, 


|| the Chinese ignored the matter=- 
laithough the house was guarded 


by the police at all times, 


von without the studied 
neglect by high Chinese officiais 
aid the petiy harassment at the 


hands of arrogant functionaires, 
| Paipdog would et4ii be @ poo 


place to serve, The fundamen. 
tally piutitanical attitude of 
the Chinese Communist leaders 
makes it 4 place of gtupef ying 
duliness. Aside from filme of 
unflinching polltjioal purity and 


un art form fow foreigners ara 
able to @njoy or even tnder- 


| Stand--little entertainnent is 
| available, 


The only relief from the 


tedium of dag-to-day etistence 


is to be found at official ome 
bassy funetiong and informal 
parties at the International 
Club fur Poretgen Officials. it 
ig at these functions that dip- 
iognata aoquire most of their 


| "“nformation”--through an ax- 


thinge of gossip with other: for~ 
elgners. Now that most diplomats 


| ate included in thea officisl 
| freeze they have become more 
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forthcoming with their free= 
world ecllaagues bot this nas 
dnly inereaged the amount of 
rumer and conjecture in circu 
lation. 


floudy and Continued Cold 





; There is little prospect 
for signifiesnt improvement in 
the diplomatic weather any time 
soon. ds long a6 the present 
fendretion of Chinese leaders 
rYensing itn power, foreign ambasg- 
aadora will probably continue 
to be regarded ag a nheceagary 
evil, tolerated only because 


Feiping desires to have ite own — 


representatives abroad, Foreign 
enbassiles will he wapt isolated 
ag much fo posaible and used 
only as channels for rowtine 
diplomatic business. , 





2p retihtesrbemarsateyc eben 


Lifé in the diplomatic 
comautity eventually may become 
nore comfortable. A British 
ahsgerver whe visited China in 
September 1564 reported that 
many of the tengigns he had 
noted seven yaars eirlier when 
he hed lived in Peiping had 
largely disappeared, He re- 
marked that there now ig much 
Ore ‘Casal chit-chat a¢ dips 
lomatie receptions and that 


| Chinese officials are attendiag 


the affairs with less embarrass. 


| tant aad in larger numbers than 
before. It will probably be a- 


long time, however, before dip- 
lomats posted to Peiping can 
expect the kind of treatment.< 
either aa official repregentsa- 
tives of foreign governments at 
te people-~-which hag become the 
norm in the capitals of great 
powers, even Communist powers, 
elseyhere in the world, ¢ 
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